Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews (JPCRR) is a peer-reviewed scientific journal whose mission is to communicate clinical and bench research findings, with the goal of improving the quality of human health, the care of the individual patient, and the care of populations.
Almost 400 members and guests of the HMO Research Network (HMORN) met in Long Beach, California, March 11-13, 2015 , for the Network's 21 st Annual Conference, with the Kaiser Permanente Southern California Department of Research and Evaluation serving as the host site. Attendees from more than 25 different health care organizations participated in the conference, enjoying both the scientific exchange and the gorgeous views of the waterfront from the Hyatt Regency Hotel and Long Beach Convention Center. The conference theme, "Care Improvement Research: Partnering With Patients, Providers and Operational Leaders," was explored in panel discussions, concurrent sessions, poster presentations and ancillary meetings.
Plenary Sessions
In the first plenary session on Day 1, a distinguished panel of experts discussed "Research-Operations Partnerships to Improve Care." Panel members included:
• Awards for "Paper of the Year" and "Biggest Reject" were presented during the opening night reception at the spectacular Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach.
As attendees enjoyed the displays of sea otters, jellies, rays and other amazing underwater creatures, Biggest Reject awards were presented with great fanfare for the most begrudging acceptance, the greatest number of rejections and the quickest rejection of a paper. Without going into the painful details, it suffices to say that this group of awardees has set a very high bar for future "rejects" to match. In another conference highlight, Sascha Dublin, MD, PhD, of Group Health Research Institute, and Dr. Black led a well-attended investigator development session that focused on working with funding agencies and building relationships with project officers. The preliminary feedback about this session was overwhelmingly positive, and plans are already underway to make this a regular feature of the annual conference.
Concurrent Abstract and Poster Sessions
This diversity was similarly reflected in the concurrent abstract and poster sessions. Concurrent sessions covered a wide spectrum of clinical content areas such as cancer, mental and behavioral health and geriatrics, as well as topical themes in care improvement research, health informatics, health economics, the Affordable Care Act, and patient and stakeholder engagement (PSE). The PSE session was enhanced by presentations from a patient stakeholder and from PCORI staff, who provided information about best practices for PSE from their research portfolio. The health informatics session benefited from an invited presentation by Alison Rein, MS, who represented the Evidence, Data & Methods forum, an Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality-funded initiative that aims to advance the national dialogue on the use of electronic health data for research and quality improvement.
For the first time at the conference, attendees participated in two Poster Discussion sessions, a new format for abstract presentations. Sessions on Care Improvement Research and Cancer Care Improvement were well attended and succeeded in increasing interactions between presenters and audience members. In these sessions, 30 minutes of unopposed viewing of posters was followed by 60 minutes of moderated discussion that compared and contrasted posters thematically. At one of the sessions, discussion continued for almost half an hour after the session had officially ended.
Last but not least, more than 80 additional abstracts were presented at two traditional poster sessions. As always, the breadth of topics reflected the tremendous diversity of the Network and the opportunities for scientific exchange were abundant.
Summary
In retrospect, the Network's 21 st Annual Conference was a great success. The venue was outstanding, the opening night reception at the Aquarium was spectacular, the scientific sessions ran smoothly, and the science was impressive. Special thanks are in order for Conference Manager Michael Easterling and the members of the Scientific Planning Committee, too numerous to mention here. We are already looking forward to the 22 nd Annual Conference next May in Atlanta, Georgia, to be sponsored jointly by the Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation (Marshfield, WI) and the Henry Ford Health System (Detroit, MI). Once again, it will be a great opportunity to interact with friends and colleagues and set the course for the future of the HMO Research Network (soon to be known as the Health Care Systems Research Network). Whatever the name, the primary strength of the Network is its membership, a group of amazingly bright and collegial researchers who are partnering with patients, providers and operational leaders to help shape the future of health care.
